Print Display Project

This is a major project and counts as two (2) major grades (four grades…or approximately 30% of your 6 weeks grade). Beginning with the 3rd six weeks, for each six weeks thereafter, for the remainder of the year, you will produce the following project. The due date is the Wednesday before the last day of the 6 weeks.

Project Details:
1. TWO TOPICS, ONE PRINT OF EACH, are due each six weeks. You will need to take 24+ exposures, outside of class time. The 3rd 6 weeks must be with 35mm film. Starting with the 4th 6 weeks, you may use a film OR digital camera. Expose at LEAST 12 pictures of each subject. Less than 12 pictures per subject will reduce your grade. MORE pictures are expected if shooting digital. The pictures can NOT be from a previous shooting experience. Although, you CAN start shooting for future 6 weeks work. Be sure to complete a “Shooting Log” for all pictures taken. This will be turned in with the prints.

2. Processing: A contact/index sheet is due prior to the 3-week interim to avoid a failing progress report.

a. For film, develop at any local processing lab. You may either choose to ask for an index print at the time of processing, or have a single set of 4x6 prints made. If you do not want a set of prints, ask for “Processing and Index Print Only. Please cut and sleeve”. It is not necessary to have prints made, but they are helpful in determining what print you will enlarge to 8x10. If you DO get prints made, you do NOT need to have an index print made. For the 3rd 6 weeks, you may also make your own contact sheet. In which case, you would ask for “Processing only…please cut and sleeve”. 

b. For digital, ask for a separate sheet of instructions for assistance. 

3. In consultation with the instructor, choose two appropriate images, one for each topic. Failure to have the instructor’s approval will result in an unacceptable assignment and will result in deduction in points. The instructor’s approval is an indication that the print MAY turn out. It is not an indication that the image will yield you a print with a good grade, as a print may need reprinting to be acceptable.

4. Print an 8x 10 of each selected image. You will mount on a display board ONE of the two images per 6 weeks. On the back of the mount board, put a label with your info on it. Turn in your other 8x10 in a Print Protector with the following: your pre-approved contact sheet(s) (or 4x6 prints) with your name on the back of the contact sheet or print envelop and your shooting log.

Subjects of the project shall be chosen from the list on the other side. Subjects may not be repeated until the last six weeks, when you can re-photograph your two favorite topics, hopefully with an improved ability. The goal of this assignment is the production of quality display work. Selections from the best prints will be used in a display of West Brook Photo Department work. 

Start planning and photographing early! Most students will need to complete this assignment completely outside of class. It will take you time to get the film developed or have the images made into a contact sheet, and produce the final prints (and mount one), so start EARLY! And if a mistake is made resulting in lost images, or your shoot is unacceptable, you will have to RESHOOT the assignment, so start EARLY! Each print counts as two MAJOR grades…so make them count! This is a long-term assignment. That means it MUST be turned in by the date listed. If you are absent that day, turn it in the day BEFORE, or it will still be counted late! Send it with someone trustworthy if necessary to avoid a late penalty.

NOTE: You must avoid repetitive use of the same subject (ex: same pet, same sport, same person). 

*Using your own camera or one checked out from school. Note: film camera checkout is only available for those who have passed the minimum competency at the end of the 2nd 6 weeks. Digital cameras can be checked out starting mid 4th 6 weeks, with supplemental permission form).

(see reverse side for specific topic details)
Composition. There are 17+ guides to composition. Try to use as many of them as you can, especially the ones we have learned through the Magazine Assignment. In general, get close, get close, get close! An otherwise plain shot can come alive with an unusual perspective by getting close or finding a unique angle. Look at things differently. See what other people see, then shoot for something different. 

Possible Topics to shoot for: Choose your topics with a plan. Many people start out shooting the easy topics. Think about what topics will go best with the time of year. Like covering sports when there are sporting events to cover, or special effects around Christmas time. Remember that you need to choose two NEW topics for each 6 weeks, 3rd, 4th, AND 5th. For the 6th 6 weeks, you can redo a topic, but you must shoot new pictures.

1. LANDSCAPES - Landscapes are a form of nature photography. East Texas abounds with beautiful sites…get out of Beaumont. This photograph is not merely a snapshot, but it should depict a special setting. Special attention should be used to assure good composition and lighting. Sunsets and sunrises can enhance scenic photography. Be sure there is a good center of interest. Get close to your subjects. Do not shoot trees off at a distance; do not shoot anything that does not fill the frame. Do not plan on cropping the picture.
2. NEW! FLOWERS/PLANTS: Generally, this category would be a close-up/macro of a flower. Careful attention should be given to make sure that the background is not distracting. Control of the depth of field (the area of sharp focus) should be great enough that the flower is in focus, but the background is pleasantly out of focus.
3. SPORTS/ACTION - Motion rendition can be done two different ways: stop action (where the peak of action is sharp and the background may or may not be sharp) or slow motion (where the motion "smears" across the scene but the rest of the scene is sharp). You can visualize this in many ways. Consider a sports scene for example: If there is a ball or other object that is central to the action, such as a soccer ball, be sure that it is showing. It is extremely important to remember that the motion is central to the theme of the picture and be sure and show the motion as it fits into the natural setting of the scene. Remember, while is action/motion is the topic, you must show good composition and not just produce a snapshot that has movement in it. The motion must be obvious and adequate. In other words a person running not walking.

4. WILDLIFE - This shows animals in their natural habitat; this includes pets, farm animals, or wild animals. Good composition should be used. Do not photograph an animal through a fence. Watch your camera angle and background. Do not shoot down at the animal. Make extra sure that you can fill the frame with your subject. If you can’t, DO NOT TAKE IT!
5. PORTRAITS - A portrait is defined by Webster as a pictorial representation showing the face. That doesn't completely cover this assignment. You are to produce an outdoor casual portrait (NOT a snapshot) that represents your subject and/or an aspect of his/her life. Think of this portrait as being the kind a senior would have made professionally and could actually use to exchange with friends (just don’t charge them). You may show the subject involved with the props of an activity, but the emphasis must be on the person, not the activity. Be sure to avoid distracting backgrounds; parks provide many pleasing posing locations. Lighting must be carefully considered. Remember, this does not have to be a “model” session with the person(s) looking at you. It can be any variety of pictures of people with a special insight into that persons personality.
6. PRODUCT PHOTOGRAPHY - This is the type of photography done in advertising; the product should be in sharp focus in a setting that is conducive to its display.  You should consider how to arrange your product - don't just sit it on a table and take a snapshot! You may need more than one of your product to produce an effective advertisement. There should also be special consideration to the lighting as Product Photography is ordinarily done in a studio with multiple lights.

7. STILL LIFE – A picture of inanimate objects. Common still life subjects include vessels, food, flowers, books, clothing. A still life painting which reminds us of life's fleeting qualities is called a vanitas. A still life image of things associated with breakfast is called an ontbijt or breakfast piece. This is a different than Product. Still life is artistic…where the objects collectively have a meaning.
8. Abstract – Defined as “reduced to essentials, non-specific, or causing attention to wander”. This could be interpreted as close-ups of objects, so that you do not see the “whole” picture. Where it might take a person a while to figure out what it is.

9. Current Events – A picture of an event. The “event” can be anything going on around you. It can be of your days at school, or outside of school. It should be journalistic in nature, ie. of people doing things. It could be sports, a wreck, a guest speaker, etc. If your event is yearbook or newspaper worthy, please plan to provide a digital file (scan your 8x10 if shooting film).

10. Journalistic Essay – Four to six 4”x6” photographs mounted to tell a newsworthy story. Each picture should be well composed. Titles and brief captions will need to be printed and pasted on to the mounting board.
11. Technical Process Essay - Four to six 4”x6” photographs mounted to explain how to do something. Each picture should be well composed. Titles and brief captions will need to be printed and pasted on to the mounting board.
12. SPECIAL EFFECTS - This topic is open to your imagination; however, so there will be no misunderstandings, it would be a good idea to discuss your topic with the instructor before photographing it. This topic can include night time exposures (like Christmas lights), close-ups, double exposures, trick photography, texture screens, addition of colors, and many other ideas. Many types of photography that fall in this category require special equipment; most cannot be done with a simple non-adjustable camera, so plan ahead and carefully. In any case, the special effect must enhance the original photo. The instructor has a list of suitable assignments if you need help coming up with an idea, but some independent study will be necessary as individual instruction by the instructor is very limited. A special effect must start with a quality photograph. The purpose of a special effect is not to cover up for not having a good picture.
Remember: You will do at least a total of 6 topics this year; two for each of the 3rd, 4th and 5th 6 weeks. Only in the 6th 6 weeks can you repeat two previously completed topics.
